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It was on July 8, 1741, that a preacher by the name of Jonathan Edwards visited a town named 

Enfield, Connecticut.  Visiting that town, he was invited to open God’s Word in that village 

church, where Edwards delivered one of the most famous sermons in all of history.  The name of 

that sermon is “Sinners in the Hands of an Angry God.”   

 

That message was used of the Lord with profound effect on that day.  By all accounts it was used 

to ignite revival in the Lord there in that region of New England.  But that same sermon presents 

a view of God that has proved troublesome in the minds of many people living in the twenty-first 

century and into our day.   

 

Today, many will ask, “Isn’t God burning with anger an old fashioned perspective and concept 

of God?  Full of wrath toward the people of this earth?  Is that really true and how can that be 

helpful?  Haven’t we moved past that whole notion?”  Many would ask and many would even 

assert these questions. 

 

This morning we continue in our study of Isaiah, and I will tell you this: Isaiah would have found 

the vision of God depicted in Edward’s sermon very true and very helpful.  For Isaiah, and all of 

Scripture, does present to us the truth of God’s anger and His wrath upon the iniquity, the sin, the 

deceptiveness, the abusiveness that fills the planet earth.  Yes, God in fact has holy, righteous 

indignation upon sin. 

 

This morning’s passage of Scripture is all about sinners in the hands of an angry God.  This  

passage takes us once again to Israel in the days of the divided kingdom at the time of Isaiah.  

There was a civil war in the nation.  The ten tribes to the north the Bible calls Israel, the northern 

kingdom.  The two tribes to the south the Bible calls Judah, the southern kingdom.  

 

This morning the prophecy is focused on the Northern Kingdom, Israel.  It is also called Ephraim 

and Jacob in our text.  It’s capital city was Samaria.  The Northern Kingdom was filled with 

unrepentant sin, idolatry, violence, and God was in fact provoked to anger and righteous 

indignation.   

 

The text that we have before us holds four oracles of denunciation and judgment.  As we read 

through this text, a certain sentence is repeated and it will be impossible to miss.  Each of the 

four oracles concludes with it, and this presents a vision of God that every person on this earth 

must take very seriously.  So we read what is given to us in the prophecy of Isaiah Chapter 9 and 

Verse 8 to Chapter 10 and Verse 4.  Please look upon the text as I read.  
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8
The Lord has sent a word against Jacob, 

and it will fall on Israel; 
9
and all the people will know, 

Ephraim and the inhabitants of Samaria, 

who say in pride and in arrogance of heart: 
10

”The bricks have fallen, 

but we will build with dressed stones; 

the sycamores have been cut down, 

but we will put cedars in their place.” 
11

But the LORD raises the adversaries of Rezin against him, 

and stirs up his enemies. 
12

The Syrians on the east and the Philistines on the west 

devour Israel with open mouth. 

 

For all this his anger has not turned away, 

and his hand is stretched out still. 

 
13

The people did not turn to him who struck them, 

nor inquire of the LORD of hosts. 
14

So the LORD cut off from Israel head and tail, 

palm branch and reed in one day— 
15

the elder and honored man is the head, 

and the prophet who teaches lies is the tail; 
16

for those who guide this people have been leading them astray, 

and those who are guided by them are swallowed up. 
17

Therefore the Lord does not rejoice over their young men, 

and has no compassion on their fatherless and widows; 

for everyone is godless and an evildoer, 

and every mouth speaks folly. 

 

For all this his anger has not turned away, 

and his hand is stretched out still. 

 
18

For the wickedness burns like a fire; 

it consumes briers and thorns; 

it kindles the thickets of the forest, 

and they roll upward in a column of smoke. 
19

Through the wrath of the LORD of hosts 

the land is scorched, 

and the people are like fuel for the fire; 

no one spares another. 
20

They slice meat on the right, but are still hungry, 

and they devour on the left, but are not satisfied; 

each devours the flesh of his own arm, 
21

Manasseh devours Ephraim, and Ephraim devours Manasseh; 

together they are against Judah. 
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For all his anger has not turned away, 

and his hand is stretched out still. 

 

10Woe to those who decree iniquitous decrees, 

and writers who keep writing oppression, 
2
to turn aside the needy from justice 

and to rob the poor of my people of their right, 

that widows may be their spoil, 

and that they may make the fatherless their prey! 
3
What will you do on the day of punishment, 

in the ruin that will come from afar? 

To whom will you flee for help, 

and where will you leave your wealth? 
4
Nothing remains but to crouch among the prisoners 

or fall among the slain. 

 

For all this his anger has not turned away, 

and his hand is stretched out still. 

 

And because the Lord of righteousness and truth has spoken to us, we say AMEN and may God 

bless the reading of His Word. 

 

One of the most sobering responsibilities that I have as a preacher of the Word of God is to warn 

you and anyone who will listen to flee the wrath to come.  The reason that I must warn you to 

flee the wrath to come is because there is wrath to come.  God has made this known to us and if 

we are going to take God and His Word seriously, we must take His ongoing anger against sin 

seriously as well.   

 

Our modern world would have us think we must evolve in our thinking to move on from such 

outdated, outmoded notions.  But have we really advanced beyond the Spirit-filled thinking of 

this brother in the Lord, Isaiah?  Is our generation really wiser than he was?   

 

Perhaps the question that gets even more to the point is this: are we wiser than the Messiah that 

Isaiah was constantly pointing us to, Jesus Himself, who was constantly warning us of the wrath 

to come and of the very fire of Hell itself?   

 

We must peer into the doctrine of the wrath of God and His anger upon sin and sinners who 

continue unrepentant in sin, because the Bible reveals it to us.  The Bible brings us to the very 

heart of our salvation and just what it is that we are saved from in Christ Jesus.   

 

As we discern just what the wrath of God is, let us start by understanding what the wrath of God 

is not.  First of all, the wrath of God is not a fit of rage.  It is not a tantrum released by an 

immature bully who can’t keep his emotions in check.  That is what human anger often becomes.  

Therefore, we will often recoil from the concept of divine wrath, but that is not divine wrath.  

God’s wrath is perfect.  It is one of His perfections.   
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God’s wrath is not a fit of rage, neither is it an act of cruelty from the heart or the hand of God.  

For cruelty takes perverse delight in the misery of others.  God takes no pleasure in the suffering 

of anyone, even the wicked as we see in Ezekial Chapter 33 and Verse 11: 

 
11

Say to them, As I live, declares the Lord God, I have no pleasure in the death of 

the wicked, but that the wicked turn from his way and live; turn back, turn back 

from your evil ways… 

 

Kindness and delight, these are that which are spontaneous and intrinsic to the nature of God’s 

heart.  But His wrath is something provoked and called forth by the defiance of His creatures. 

 

So what is God’s wrath?  God’s wrath is His intense, righteous anger upon that which is evil.  

God’s wrath is His resolved, ongoing, holy opposition upon unrepentant sin.  God’s wrath is His 

measured, judicial outpouring of eternal judgment upon those who do not repent and come into 

the provision of forgiveness in the Messiah. 

 

And God’s wrath is an essential element of the Gospel message, because it is only when I, along 

with any other sinner, come to terms with God’s wrath against me and my iniquity, and that I can 

come to understand what Jesus intercepted and took upon His head in my place. 

 

Christ Jesus declared this in John Chapter 3 and Verse 36: 

 
36

Whoever believes in the Son has eternal life 

 

Whoever turns to Jesus for forgiveness, whoever turns to the Savior confessing sin, they are 

rejoined to the life of God and they will live forever. 

 
36

Whoever believes in the Son has eternal life; whoever does not obey the Son shall 

not see life, but the wrath of God remains on him. 

 

This, brothers and sisters, is why you need to be saved from peril!  If you are not joined to the 

mercy and life of God by grace through faith in the Lord Jesus Christ, you are in eternal danger!  

And when you pass from this life, it is going to come down upon your head.   

 

If you don’t repent and look to Jesus, your sin lies exposed before the holiness of God.  The 

hammer of judgment came on Him on the cross.  If you are not in Him, judgment is going to 

come down upon you in Hell itself. The Scripture warns you!  And the Scripture calls you to 

look to Jesus to be forgiven.   

 

Our generation has nearly lost sight of the anger of God against the unrepentant world.  That 

happened to Isaiah’s apostate generation.  That is happening in our generation too.  But sinners 

cannot be awakened to the danger that they are in without the proclamation of the holy 

indignation of God against evil, even our evil, the evil that flows forth from our lives. 
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Christians cannot continue to understand or respect the salvation they have been given if they do 

not retain the knowledge of this doctrine.  So we praise God that the Bible reveals it and the 

Bible does not just reveal it in the Old Testament, it is revealed everywhere in the Bible.  In the 

Old Testament into the New Testament all the way to the very end in the book of Revelation, 

with the repeated use of that curious phrase “the wrath of the Lamb that is to be poured out.” 

 

Isaiah wanted to get this point across.  He was resolved to do this for the people of the Northern 

Kingdom and those from the Southern Kingdom who would listen, and Isaiah would want his 

words to be taken seriously here today.  Isaiah would want the language and the imagery and the 

offense of sin to be taken seriously.   

 

So Isaiah, carried by the Spirit of God, was prompted to reuse this phrase four times in the text 

before.   God was seeking through judgment to move Israel to repentance, but they would not 

repent and so it says repeatedly.  Verse 12:   

 

 
12

The Syrians on the east and the Philistines on the west 

devour Israel with open mouth. 

 

For all this his anger has not turned away, 

and his hand is stretched out still. 
 

And in Verse 17: 

 
17

Therefore the Lord does not rejoice over their young men, 

and has no compassion on their fatherless and widows; 

for everyone is godless and an evildoer, 

and every mouth speaks folly. 

 

For all this his anger has not turned away, 

and his hand is stretched out still. 
 

Verse 21: 

 
21

Manasseh devours Ephraim, and Ephraim devours Manasseh; 

together they are against Judah. 

 

For all his anger has not turned away, 

and his hand is stretched out still. 
 

Then in Chapter 10 and Verse 4: 

 
4
Nothing remains but to crouch among the prisoners 

or fall among the slain. 
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For all this his anger has not turned away, 

and his hand is stretched out still. 
 

Isaiah was relentless in the use of that phrase.   

 

The portion of Chapters 9 and 10 that we are studying depict four distinct areas of Israel’s sin.  

Then it depicts four successive manifestations of God’s judgment upon that sin.  Each one 

intending to incite them to the confession of sin; to renewal and repentance in the grace of God, 

but each time they dug in their heels and stiffened their necks. 

 

So with the repeated use of this phrase, Isaiah was saying, “The previous manifestation of 

judgment did not exhaust the anger of God toward your sin.  His hand is stretched out still and 

His hand will remain stretched out until you repent and confess and turn to God for forgiveness 

from the evil that has been dwelling in your lives.  It is only then that His hand will not be 

stretched out still.  As long as the neck is stiff, the hand is stretched out.  And if a person dies 

with the neck still stiff and still refusing to confess sin and come under the provision of His 

forgiveness, that hand remains stretched out still into eternity.” 

 

Now we look at what God wants us to look upon, that our hearts might stand in reverential fear 

of the Lord who loves us and whom, by the Spirit, we are awakened to love too.  But we need to 

see who the Lord is and how He responds to the sin of this earth.  We need to be sobered for our 

generation that we might be tools and agents of the Gospel message to call the world to 

repentance and to be calling one another to repentance, because sin is serious. 

 

It is this kind of teaching that God uses to sustain our faith, and to keep us understanding that it 

is in Christ that we can be forgiven.  It is in Christ that we must be forgiven.  It is in Christ that 

we will be forgiven.  It is by God’s grace through faith in Him. 

 

I want for us to look at these four wrath-provoking sins that are reveled in these oracles.  This is 

not to say that these are the only wrath-provoking sins.  All sin provokes the wrath of God, but 

these are the four that are mentioned here and there is reality for us to learn in this text. 

 

Four wrath-provoking sins and God’s work to move the people toward repentance.  First is the 

sin of: 

 

1. Humanistic Pride (9:8-12) 

 

Do you see this as revealed in Verses 8 through 12.  In these verses we see such pride of man and 

the foreign invasion that God unleashed upon Israel according to the stipulations of the Mosaic 

Covenant that they were under—this foreign invasion.  Verse 8: 

 
8
The Lord has sent a word against Jacob, 

and it will fall on Israel; 
9
and all the people will know, 

Ephraim and the inhabitants of Samaria, 

who say in pride and in arrogance of heart: 
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10
”The bricks have fallen, 

but we will build with dressed stones; 

the sycamores have been cut down, 

but we will put cedars in their place.” 
11

But the LORD raises the adversaries of Rezin against him, 

and stirs up his enemies. 
12

The Syrians on the east and the Philistines on the west 

devour Israel with open mouth. 

 

For all this his anger has not turned away, 

and his hand is stretched out still. 

 

These verses indicate how God’s judgement upon the Northern Kingdom of Israel was 

underway, foreign nations were being called by God as His rod of discipline started to invade.  

Bricks were starting to fall.  Trees in the forests were being taken down to fuel the effort.  

 

Notice that God was sending prophets to go in and warn and inform them about exactly what 

was happening.  Do you see that in Verse 8?  The Lord sent a word against Jacob, where it was 

going to fall on them.  Verse 9 says, “All the people will know.”  

 

This was the work of the prophets of Old Testament Israel—to go to the people of God to remind 

them of the covenant that they were in.  That there would be unthinkable blessing in Israel if they 

would walk in humility in the ways of the Lord and keep coming back for forgiveness when they 

failed.  There would be an amazing, unthinkable blessing! 

 

But when they stiffened their necks and disobeyed the Law of the Lord, there would be 

international failure.  They would be invaded.  This was part of the Mosaic Covenant, and the 

prophets were going to tell them time and time again, “These things are happening because we 

are in disobedience.  Let’s come back to the Law of the Lord.”  That is what the prophets of 

Israel were doing. 

 

But what was the response of the people in Israel to the Word of the Lord?  They were saying in 

the pride and arrogance of their hearts, “Yes, we see the damage being done, but we are just 

going to rebuild it back even better.”  I know, that sounds hauntingly familiar.  But that is what is 

here! 

 

It was a godless nation, saying, “Bring it on!  We are just going to build it back.  We are going to 

raise the quality of things.  Okay, these nations are tearing down bricks, but we will just replace 

them with ornate stones.  It is going to be better than before.  We will replace the old sycamore 

trees with mighty cedars!”  

 

There was just a defiant tone about this, and it is comparable to what was going on in Genesis 

Chapter 11, at the Tower of Babel in the land of  Shinar.  God had told the human race to fill the 

earth and subdue it, but a portion of the population were saying, “No, we are going to stay put 

right here.  We are going to build a city.  We are going to make a name for ourselves, and we are 

going to make a giant tower to show the world how awesome we are!”   
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This is humanistic pride.  Look at me.  Look what I have done.  Look at what I am capable of.  

Look at who I am!  Pride.  This is something that is inherent in the fallen human condition, to 

just disregard the Lord and the resources and the help and the goodness that He pours upon His 

people.  We resist God’s ways and say, “I’m going to do things my way and people are going to 

see me.”  This is the humanistic pride that is here in this text. 

 

There was a defiant tone in all of this.  With the language in Verse 12 that recalls the account of 

Jonah who was taken into the open mouth of a giant fish, the Lord was beginning to summons 

the nations to swallow up the nations of Israel, because they did not want the ways of the Lord in 

their lives, in their pride. 

 

Brothers and sisters, as children of the United States of America, let us beware of the humanistic 

pride that is so valued among the people with whom we dwell and that can so easily take root in 

our hearts—this humanistic defiant pride that celebrated the entire month of June that dismisses 

the prophetic Word.  And let us learn to fear the Lord of Hosts, who is good, but who is angered 

by defiance and sin and in whom there is forgiveness, but from whom will come judgment if 

repentance does not occur. 

 

We see here in this text the first wrath-provoking sin.  Now we continue to the second.  

Following this, there was the: 

 

2. Continued Impenitence (9:13-17) 

 

God was calling them to repent.  He used a chastising rod to bring this repentance.  They resisted 

and resistance continued. 

 
13

The people did not turn to him who struck them, 

nor inquire of the LORD of hosts. 

 

They were not even willing to see the reality that the damage being done was being done in 

judgment for sin.  They were not even willing to stop and consider that there was something that 

needed to be searched out in their lives.  This is impenitence expressed.  This is a lack of 

contrition.  It was ongoing in view of everything that was happening.   

 

So the impenitence expressed in Verse 13 led to the continued darkening of their society as 

depicted in Verses 14 through 17.  This started with God removing all of the leaders of the 

community, as we see in Verse 14 and 15.  Then it continued with the societal degradation that is 

seen in the godlessness and the evil deeds and the evil speech that was pervading every sector of 

society.  Every class.  Every section.  The young men, but not just the young men but the 

fatherless and the widow who are typically objects of God’s special compassion. 

 

They were so filled with sin and iniquity that even the compassion of the Lord who is so long 

suffering, was removed.  This depicts sin rampant at the societal level.  They were evildoers.  

The sin had led to actions, and there was foolish speech.   
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14
So the LORD cut off from Israel head and tail, 

palm branch and reed in one day— 
15

the elder and honored man is the head, 

and the prophet who teaches lies is the tail; 
16

for those who guide this people have been leading them astray, 

and those who are guided by them are swallowed up. 
17

Therefore the Lord does not rejoice over their young men, 

and has no compassion on their fatherless and widows; 

for everyone is godless and an evildoer, 

and every mouth speaks folly. 

 

For all this his anger has not turned away, 

and his hand is stretched out still. 

 

I cannot help but notice the footnote at the bottom of my ESV Bible that says, “Everyone is 

godless and an evildoer and every mouth speaks disgraceful things.”  That is one of the first tests 

of the reign of sin in a person’s life and a culture’s life, when the language and the humor is so 

crass and perverse.  And the Lord who created the capacity of speech for good and for blessing 

and for building up, He is angered when it is used for destroying people.   

 

Society was being darkened yet repentance was not happening, so even in the darkening of 

society, God’s anger is not turned away and His hand is outstretched still.   

 

We continue and we see what comes next.  Here is another area of wrath-provoking sin that is 

revealed to us from Isaiah.  Next, we see the sin of: 

 

3. Wicked Consumption (9:18-21) 

 

What we see in the oracle in front us is the desire that human beings have to have more and more 

and more and more—to accrue more and more, whether it is wealth, money, privilege or 

whatever it is—to gather more and more and more, even to the point of destroying others to get 

what they want for.  This is wicked consumption. 

 

This text uses two illustrations to depicts this for us.  In Verses 18 and 19, this kind of wicked 

consumption is compared to a forest fire that consumes everything in its sight.  Understand that 

this is human consumption that is being depicted here but even in this, the wrath of God is in it, 

for He was allowing it to take its furious course.  But it was the people who would not spare 

other people.  “I’m going to get what I want and if that means that I am going to consume you, I 

will!”  That is what this text is talking about.   

 

Then there is a second illustration of this kind of wicked consumption, and it is depicted with a 

grotesque cannibalistic imagery.  We see this in what is next.  Verse 20: 

 
20

They slice meat on the right, but are still hungry, 

and they devour on the left, but are not satisfied; 

each devours the flesh of his own arm, 
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21
Manasseh devours Ephraim, and Ephraim devours Manasseh; 

together they are against Judah. 

 

So there is the ongoing language of consumption, this time in the use of the word devour, which 

is used four times.   

 

Recalling your Old Testament history, Manasseh and Ephraim, they were not just friends or 

cousins, they were brothers.  Siblings.  The two brothers of one of the godliest men of the Old 

Testament, the patriarch, Jospeh. 

 

Yet, we see these two brothers devouring one another.  This depicts for us that sin wants more 

and more and more for itself.  It is never satisfied.  Sinners ruled by sin will devour even family 

members to get what they want.   

 

Of the last six kings in the Northern Kingdom of Israel, before they were conquered by Assyria, 

five of them took the throne by assassination, just devouring one another to get what they 

wanted. 

 

Brothers and sisters, we need to be sober-minded and properly vigilant about what lingers in the 

fallen flesh.  Thank God that through Christ we are forgiven.  Thank God that the day is coming 

when Christ Jesus returns from Heaven above and raises us up with Him.   

 

Then we will be done away with these mortal bodies and we will be raised up in holiness 

forever.  Hallelujah, there is good news in this sermon too!  But in the meantime, we are dealing 

with these mortal bodies that are still infected with the seed of Adam.  And we still want what we 

want and we want our way.  That is still living in us.   

 

Paul recalled this exact imagery to bring warning against the church of Galatia in the New 

Testament.  Like others of the wonderful New Testament churches, take a close look and you 

will see that they were fighting with each other.  What?!  Redeemed Christians fighting and 

bickering with one another?  Really?  Really!   

 

Paul invoked this language in Galatians Chapter 5 and Verses 14 and 15, warning and urging 

them: 

 
14

For the whole law is fulfilled in one word: “You shall love your neighbor as 

yourself.”  
15

But if you bite and devour one another, watch out that you are not 

consumed by one another.   

 

I am convinced that Paul had our text this morning in mind when he wrote this.   

 

So we in the church, we need to say, “Lord, search me and know me and change my desires so 

that the impulse empowered by Your Spirit will be to give and to love and to let other people 

have their preferences on issues that are not upon based on the solid rock of essential doctrine 

and practices in the church.” 
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There are so many debatable things and issues of opinion and personal preferences that we will 

bicker and fight about.  Paul said, “Watch out, church, you are going to devour each other.  

Praise God in Jesus we are delivered from the wrath to come.   

 

I praise God that in Jesus, God is not angry with His church.  God’s anger has been satisfied at 

the cross, but what loving Father does not have a rod of discipline for His children when they are 

being bad boys and girls?   

 

So we need to be careful.  Read Hebrews Chapter 12, and the loving discipline that God brings 

upon His church.  And Paul was saying to watch out.  Hence, we need to say, “Lord, help me 

when I am getting all upset about another person and help me to really see the heart of the issue, 

and help me to be a person who loves and gives.”   

 

We see that the society of Judah was being consumed with the burning desire to have more and 

they were devouring one another.  They were being warned about it, but they still did not repent.  

So: 

 

For all this his anger has not turned away, 

and his hand is stretched out still. 

 

We see the next wrath-provoking sin.  The fourth and final one is: 

 

4. Legal Injustice (10:1-4) 

 

All of their sin that had made its way into the laws of the land.  In Chapter 10 and Verses 1 and 

2, we see the sin and then we see the consequences of it in Verses and 3 and 4.   

 

We see their sin in Verses 1 and 2: 

 
1
Woe to those who decree iniquitous decrees, 

and writers who keep writing oppression, 
2
to turn aside the needy from justice 

and to rob the poor of my people of their right, 

that widows may be their spoil, 

and that they may make the fatherless their prey! 

 

Those who were positioned with power as lawmakers in the land to make a difference for good, 

they were using their influence not to safeguard the weak and to protect the powerless from 

abuse, but they were writing laws that would benefit themselves; that would turn available funds 

away from the poor to themselves.  That is what was happening here.   

 

This is talking about systemic injustice.  This is talking about sin making its way into the laws 

and the structures and the systems and the institutions of society.  And if you don’t think that 

such systemic injustice is possible into our day, and it is not at work in the United States of 

America, you need to rethink your doctrine of sin, because sin is pervading everything in this 

fallen world that is governed by Satan, who is, in the end, governed by Jesus.   
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There are all kinds of iniquitous decrees and there always have been in the United States of 

America.  Let’s just own that.   

 

Sixty years ago Black people would not have been allowed to use the same restrooms as white 

people in the United States of America by the law of the land.  How horrific and insulting and 

degrading that is, and that is not to say anything of the slavery that spoiled the soil of this land.  

Not for decades, but for centuries.   

 

Yes, there have been iniquitous decrees and we need to pray that the Lord would give us eyes 

and vision to see that those iniquitous decrees are still happening.  Some of them are very clear.  

Others might be harder to search out, but they are there. 

 

Today laws are established to allow without restriction the invasion of the safety of the womb, 

designed by God as a place of protection for the most vulnerable stage of life.  By the law of the 

land, that safe and sacred place may be intruded upon with the suction tube, dismembering the 

human being one limb at a time.  And if we cry out and say that we have a problem with that, we 

will be told that we are the extremists.  Beware of the iniquitous decrees that are going to be on 

the ballot on Tuesday, and vote as salt and light! 

 

I have been reading through the Gospel of Matthew devotionally first thing in the morning.  That 

is my PB&J—Prayer, Bible, and Java.  I have been reading slowly, just a half a chapter at a time 

through the Gospel of Matthew, just wanting to be with Jesus.  I think it was a stroke of 

providence that this week as I was studying for this message about iniquitous decrees,  I came to 

Matthew Chapter 23, which records Jesus’ rebuke of the Pharisees of Israel. 

 

This oracle in Verse 1 begins with the word woe.  Seven times over in Matthew Chapter 23, 

Jesus used that word woe. He was condemning the Pharisees for their legalism in wanting to 

legislate the lives of other people with extra-biblical rules and regulations.  There are little 

control freaks living us too.   

 

In your mortal flesh, there is a little sultan who wants to tell everybody else what they are 

supposed to do, even things that go beyond Scripture, and press down on them.  We need to pray, 

“Jesus, take that little sultan control freak inside of me and put it to death, and let Your Word 

reign supreme.” 

 

In Israel there was iniquity in the decrees that were being passed in the land.  With all of this, 

Isaiah brought it to a very sobering conclusion in view of all of the humanistic pride—forget the 

prophetic Word of the Lord, we are going to do what we want to do.  In view of all the stubborn 

impenitence, no we are not going to search out Your ways.  In view of wicked consumption, I’m 

going to devour more and more and more, because I like it.   

 

Verses 3 and 4: 

 
3
What will you do on the day of punishment, 

in the ruin that will come from afar? 
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To whom will you flee for help, 

and where will you leave your wealth? 
4
Nothing remains but to crouch among the prisoners 

or fall among the slain. 

 

For all this his anger has not turned away, 

and his hand is stretched out still. 

 

In view of this legal injustice, all of the ungodly legislating, Verses 3 and 4 depict Israel under 

Assyrian conquest.  God’s rod of judgement was applied.  These verses depict the corrupt elite of 

Israel now huddled as prisoners of war or tossed aside on a heap of dead bodies.  Even with this, 

the final sentence is: 

 

For all this his anger has not turned away, 

and his hand is stretched out still. 
 

Wherever a person dies in unrepentance, not coming to Jesus the Messiah, going into the afterlife 

in eternity, His anger is not turned away and His hand is stretched out still.  The biblical vision of 

Hell is not that it is ruled by Satan, but by God the Judge of all the earth. 

 

In the midst of the series of questions, there is one that stands out: to whom will you flee for 

help?  To whom will you flee from the wrath to come?  The Savior!  Is there one with the power 

and the ability and the grace to help sinners such as us?  To the great relief of our hearts coming 

under the conviction of the Holy Word of God, there is such a Savior. 

 

Isiaah had already named Him.  Isaiah Chapter 9 and Verse 6: 

 
6
For to us a child is born, 

to us a son is given; 

and the government shall be upon his shoulder, 

and his name shall be called 

Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 

Everlasting Father, Prince of peace. 

 

The Prince of Shalom!  He, Christ, is the One who is able to bring full and entire peace and 

reconciliation between God and wayward, iniquitous sinners like us.  Understand, that this peace 

does not come because God looked upon us and said, “You know what?  Maybe it wasn’t so bad 

after all.  Maybe their sin wasn’t that bad.” 

 

No, that is not why we can have peace with God.  Yes, our sin is that bad; enough to incur His 

anger, but as Isaiah would reveal later in Chapter 53: 

 
5
But he was pierced for our transgressions; 

he was crushed for our iniquities; 

upon him was the chastisement that brought us peace, 

and with his wounds we are healed. 
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Isn’t there some irony there?  “With His wounds we are healed.” 

 

He took the anger.  He intercepted the wrath.  He paid the price and it is in Christ alone that 

God’s anger is satisfied and turned away.  And it is replaced with a peace and a joy that is like a 

released river.  Jesus took the cup of indignation and He drank it down to the dregs, so that He 

may place in your hands a cup of blessing.  

 

If you have come to Jesus, He has obliterated your guilt before God.  And you will never be 

condemned no matter what you have done, because Jesus was condemned for you and by His 

wounds, you are healed. 

 

Let’s understand that that is pervasive and that is thorough.  He does not just forgive the guilt of 

sin.  Praise God, He does that, let’s make much of that because that is beyond huge, but He also 

imparts new life.  He gives you His Spirit.  He gives you His Word.  He gives you His supper.  

He gives you His presence, and He reshapes your life, so that more and more you will reflect the 

glory of His Great Name. 

 

He is Jesus and He is our Savior and to Him we flee.  Will you please close in prayer with me? 

 

 


